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Part 1: What is
the context for
electoral
politics?

Part 2: What is the
outlook of youth access
to the political space?

Part 3: What are
these socio-political
and economic
impediments?
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Key reflective questions

Part 4: Are these
barriers
endogenous or
exogenous?

Part 5: What are the
pathways for navigating
or overcoming these
barriers?



Part 1:

What is the context
for electoral
politics in Nigeria?
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The context 

Valueless politics and the
dearth of a leadership
philosophy

Commodification of
politics 

Electoral justice deficit

The dissonance between
regular elections and
governance outcomes

Elite domination and
centralization of political power

Political competition
defined by ethnic and
religious cleavages

Flawed and cumbersome
electoral process 



Outlook of youth participation
and representation in politics



Key highlights
Young voters
dominate Nigeria's
voter register
however, youth turnout
for elections is
extremely low

The increase in youth
candidacy indicates an  

appetite to run office 

Youth candidates
nominated by established
parties are more likely to
win elections than their
counterparts in less
established parties
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High levels of youth
candidacy do not
impact youth turnout
for election
substantially

Young women participation
and representation is
abysmally low. Politics
remains an old boys club 

Parties are more likely to
nominate youth candidates
for legislative seats than
executive positions



2019 



















Part 2: What are these
socio-political and

economic impediments?

Organization Name



Socio-political barriers

The wait-hood aphorism and
proscription of electoral
contest between a young
person and an older person  

 

Cultural beliefs1

Strong culture of respect that
strips youth of agency,

aspiration and leadership 

Hierachical structure
of society

2
If older leaders fail to
perform in office why should a  

youth with less experience be
trusted with leadership

3

Limited knowledge of the
nature, dynamics and power
structures in the political
system

4

First-Past-The-Post system
promotes exclusion and it
heightens the intensity of
electoral contest negatively

Electoral system
design5

Cumbersome electoral
processes and procedures

6

Negativity bias
against public
leaders

Knowledge gap in
politics

Bureaucratic
processes

Weak political  parties7

Institutional deficiencies, lack
of internal democracy and
unclear ideological bases 



Economic barriers

Institutionalized
clientelistic and
charismatic
linkages

Economic
inequality and
poverty 

High cost of
politics



Cost of Nomination
Forms for Political
Offices for Some
Political Parties 



Part 5:

Are these barriers
endogenous or
exogenous?

Self-inflicted barriers
due to indiscretion,

inertia and 

 dealignment

Externally imposed due to
structural inequities,
power imbalances market
failures and weak
democratic institutions
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What are the pathways for
navigating or overcoming
these barriers? 



Introduce strict campaign
finance regulation,;legal
thresholds for nomination
forms and sundry fees; youth
quotas; democratize
candidate selection and
independent candidacy

Legal pathway1 Political pathway2

Pathways

Robust and sustained voter registration
drives targeted at disengaged young
voters; Mobilize more young men and
women to join political parties;
encourage young people to contest
party leadership positions other than
youth leader position; build strong
alliances between political society and
civil society; strategic investment in
youth leadership development, and
active youth engagement in public
policy design and implementation

Promote and support youth
enterprise with zero interest
loans and micro-credits;
facilitate market access for
young entrepreneurs; regular
trainings and capacity
development opportunities

Economic pathway
3



Concluding reflective
questions
Should access to the
political space be
determined by
ideology, identity or
financial war chest?

Can young people
access public office
without the support of
moneybags and
godfathers and
godmothers?

How do we build a critical
mass of highly politically
conscious middle-class
youth to engage the
political process and run for
public office?
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How do we shift public
perception to believe in
the motivation, capacity,

interests and leadership
of young people? 

How do we
decommercialize politics
especially candidate
nomination, campaigns and
Election Day expenditure? 



A new political
mobilization strategy

Build a critical
mass of an
informed and
engaged youth in
the political
space

Prioritizes the
mobilization of middle-

class youth and young
professionals in politics

Ensures the
intensity of
online youth
engagement is
reflected in
offline political
activities

Redefines and
institutes a new
public leadership
philosophy based
on values and
ethics 

Improved
partnership
between political
society and civil
society in the
contest for political
power



For more
resources
visit -


